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I expect that by the time you will receive this newsletter you will have tired from Happy New Year 
greetings and may have even given up on the latest resolutions? My pre-New Year one was going to take 
a bit of a break and wind down a bit so with that in mind I purposely did not switch on the PC for two 
whole days, the downside being that the rest of the world is not necessarily of the same opinion;  the e 
mail enquiries just mounted up in the meantime and still need to be addressed when downloaded so I had 
more than ever to contend with!  
 
It was like this every evening throughout November with the build up to Remembrance Day, along with 
the added significance that it was the 90th Anniversary of the ending of World War 1. I have decided that 
next year I will take a week off work to deal with the number of enquiries. Maintaining the project and a 
day job can be quite exhausting as all the team are well aware. 
 
Unusually, the image input has not subsided over the winter months as many have been submitted from 
abroad where Summer is at a peak (or should be according to our Australian Volunteers!). 
 
Recent submissions from warmer climes include a complete Delhi War Cemetery and memorial  in India 
by Catherine and Karen , Dely Ibrahim War Cemetery in Algeria from John & Jill and Taukkyan War 
Cemetery Myanmar (formerly Burma) from Julien Rohnay.  Along with the pictures of the grave plaques 
he submitted this picture of young nuns in Taukkyan cemetery with Rangoon memorial in the background 
which I thought was such a good picture we will include it on all requests from this cemetery. 
 
The projects next event is to prepare for the ‘Who Do You Think You Are’ exhibition at Olympia during the 
last weekend of February. The 
CWGC have kindly offered us space 
within their stand in the military 
section to promote our joint venture 
so we will be very much working as a 
team fielding enquiries and hopefully 
being able to display the images of 
the graves that we have been 
photographing at the same time. It 
should be quite an event as the new 
TV Series starts in January. If you 
can make it, please pop along and 
see us. 
 
Steve Rogers 
 
Project Co-ordinator 
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The Commonwealth War Graves Commission  Records Section holds 3.5 million documents held in 3400 
boxes on 437 metres of shelving.  These records relate to:- 
 

• Grave recovery (Grave Concentration records) 
• Cemetery grave registration records 
• Headstone inscription details 
• Memorial panel lists 
• Family correspondence 

CWGC Archive Project – Roy Hemmington 
 

 

As the documents are in constant use by staff in the Records and Enquiries Department, the Commission 
decided in 2003 to have the collection digitised.  This would ensure that the information was preserved for 
future generations and improve access to it by adding some additional indexes.  
 
The project was put out to tender at the end of 2003 and in 2004 it was awarded to TSO (The Stationary 
Office).  Scanning began in May 2004 and since then approximately two-thirds of the documents have 
been scanned - countries A (Albania) to I (Italy).  Currently, the scanning phase is expected to finish at 
the end of 2009.  A follow-up phase to index the names on the documents to the casualties on the 
Commission’s Casualty Database is also due to start in 2009.  This should take a few more years.  Once 
this phase is complete, the Commission intends to look at ways of making all this information more 
accessible to the public. 

Jim and I send you good wishes for a very Happy (and healthy) New Year. Whatever surprises 2009 has 
in store we hope some of them at least are nice ones. 
 
TWGPP is off to a positive start in that our Photographic Tour  to Arras in May is already fully booked and 
the usual busy programme is provisionally drawn up. A few volunteers who live within striking distance of 
Arras are hoping to meet up with the group so that will be a welcome opportunity to get to know each 
other. 
 
In this Newsletter you will find the promised contributions from Roy Hemmington and Terry Denham, 
speakers at the meeting at Cosford last November. Thanks lads for turning it in without having to be 
reminded! 
 
My thanks also to those volunteers who have sent material which has not yet appeared. It’s on file and it 
will eventually! There is room in the file for more so I look forward to hearing from you during the coming 
months. I know you won’t let me down…   

Editorial – Pauline Pedersen 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It is an undoubted fact that there are a number of casualties from the world wars who are not included in 
CWGC’s Debt of Honour database and therefore who are not receiving their due commemoration. The 
majority of these relate to the First World War when the numbers of servicemen and women involved 
were much greater and record keeping was not always as good as it should have been meaning that the 
names of these ‘forgotten’ men then never passed to CWGC for inclusion. 
 
Just over a year ago the In From the Cold Project (IFCP) was inaugurated by Terry Denham and John 
Hartley to rectify in part this unacceptable situation. There are two large database records of those who 
died in the Great War apart from the official list maintained by CWGC. Soldiers Died in the Great War is a 
list of British army personnel who died in that conflict (though it is far from being a complete list) and the 
Index of Overseas Military and Naval Deaths held by the General Register Office. Both contain errors but 
they are the best sources of forgotten names available. 

In From the Cold Project (IFCP) – Terry Denham 

IFCP has set up a system by which both of these lists will be systematically searched by volunteers and 
the names compared to the CWGC database. This process is both tedious and time consuming but it is 
the only way to search out missed men and women. The Project has a dedicated band of about fifteen 
volunteers undertaking the basic searches and their results are then cross-checked several times. The 
remaining names are then regarded as possible Non-Coms (Non-Commemorated Casualties). 
 
These names are checked for existing service records (usually with a negative result) and if a record is 
found, a case for commemoration is submitted to CWGC and the MoD as the final approving authority. 
For the majority of cases without such records, the death certificate has to be purchased (currently £7 
each) and this provides additional evidence to enable us to find more names in the CWGC list or to 
provide the proof required by MoD of the casualty’s qualification for commemoration. Here it is worth 
reminding readers that, for personnel of a Commonwealth force who died in-service, the only qualification 
for war grave status required is that they died between the qualifying dates for each world war (04.08.14 
to 31.08.21 and 03.09.39 to 31.12.47 inclusive). The cause of death and location of death is immaterial to 
their qualifying for commemoration by CWGC. 

The Project is now a year old and it is progressing well towards its completion date set tentatively at 
2012! Funding options are being pursued to pay for the four thousand or so death certificates which will 
need to be obtained. Unsolicited donations have meant that many cases have already been through the 
system and have been accepted for commemoration. At the time of writing, 61 men have been accepted 
and are now commemorated by CWGC – men who were previously out in the cold. Several more cases 
are in the pipeline and over six hundred names are awaiting processing – and we have only reached 
names beginning with the letter ‘G’ in the alphabet! 

The point of this exercise is to get as many forgotten men 
recognised as possible. IFCP is only searching for men who died in 
service and we cannot guarantee we will find them all but we are 
doing our best. The whole operation depends on its dedicated 
volunteers – just like The War Graves Photographic Project. In fact, 
the two projects dove-tail together neatly as TWGPP volunteers will 
eventually be out photographing the new names that IFCP gets 
added to CWGC’s database. We wouldn’t like to see TWGPP 
volunteers running out of places to visit! 
 
Now that the dark evenings are here and photographic sorties are 
inevitably curtailed to some degree, perhaps you would like to fill 
your evenings by helping IFCP! If you would like to volunteer or just 
to know more, please email either Terry Denham 
(admin@infromthecold.org)or John Hartley (john1hartley@aol.com). 
All volunteers will be welcome.  

“ The one that started it all – Pte Henry Pattenden 
(served as Crundwell). Brought ‘in from the cold’ in 2001 
by Terry Denham and buried in Maidstone Cemetery, 
Kent.” 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“You are going to die, but that is what you came to do.” 
 
I’m sure most of us are usually looking for graves by site, even if 
sometimes it’s a request which Steve has received that sends us there. 
 
I recently found myself working in a different way and became driven by an 
event which, even more unusually, was a shipwreck.  
 
A request to locate a single Australian in Hastings Cemetery led to Tony 
Wheeler asking me for a sole South African, Jabez Nquza, while I was 
there. I was surprised to read that he was from the SS Mendi – a shipwreck 
off the Isle of Wight. I knew that this had been a catastrophe – more than 
600 of the black South Africans aboard had died. They were labourers 
heading for the Western Front, and on the final leg of their journey from 
Cape Town were drowned in a tragic accident. Finding any actual graves 
was unexpected. 

Remembering…. The SS Mendi – David Milborrow 

Surfing the net had lead me from Wikipedia to an amazingly detailed report - 100 plus pages and 
photographs - on the tragedy, by Wessex Archaeology. 
 
The 802 black servicemen on board the SS Mendi were apparently volunteers - their lives so awful and 
their needs so great  in their homelands that they had volunteered for employment on the Western Front. 
That would surely have been bad enough – had they arrived in France; but their tragedy was even 
greater – after travelling thousands of miles 607 lives were wasted in the cold waters of the English 
Channel, just a short distance from their destination.  
 
It was before dawn on the morning of 21st February 1917 that the SS Darro collided with the Mendi, which 
sunk within 20 minutes. It is possible that up to 140 men died trapped inside the hull, but most drowned or 
died of hypothermia in the cold waters of the English Channel. The survivors were taken onwards to their 
harsh destinations in France. The conditions under which they were to work and live makes grim reading. 
 
Details of their cramped accommodation are reminiscent of another era when Africans were transported 
by ship, although then they were recognised as slaves. Questions about the watertight bulkheads, 
lifeboats present for less than half the passengers, lifeboats that were carried becoming stuck and unable 
to be launched and those that did launch capsizing, are similar to another better known tragedy. I 
calculated that while over 70% of the black Africans perished, less than half the officers and crew were 
lost that day. Nevertheless, all their names are recorded on the Hollybrook Memorial at Southampton. 
 

The report from Wessex Archaeology had 
given me a wealth of background 
information and told me everything about 
the sinking, including the fact that there 
were two other UK cemeteries in 
Portsmouth and Littlehampton where the 
dead from this catastrophe were buried. 
Tony confirmed that we needed these and 
so I set off for a journey along the South 
Coast to take my pictures. At three other 
sites, in Holland and France, one can find 
further Mendi burials, but these will have to 
wait for another volunteer. 

It was a privilege to track down the last resting places of these largely forgotten men who had heard their 
chaplain’s exhortation “Let us die like brothers” - and they did just that. 


